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wy friend Joseph Lancaster, has favored me | 
with a copy of a long letter addressed by him to 
Mr. Clay, speaker of the house of representatives, 
on NATIONAL EDUCATION. The subject, of over- 
whelming importance in itself, is handled by a mas- 
ter, and abounds with rational amusement, as well 
as solid instruction. If at all convenient, it shall be 
inserted in our next Reerster; but the fact is, that 
more room is s© much wanted, that we can hardly 
undertake to promise any thing! It is necessary 
that, on my private business, { should proceed to 
Washington city next week, else a supplement 
would be published to afford a little relief! But 
this, with many other things needful to attend to, 
must be delayed until my return. 





Pp Royal paper.” A friend in congress, having 
reference to my notice of the letter received by me 
from the clerk of the house of representatives of 
ihe United States, inthe last Reaisrer says—*“I am 
told that Mr. Dougherty had not a dozen sheets of 
such paper in his office, but had unfortunately fal- 
Jen upon one of them, which he sentto you.’’ This 
is we}]—I am quite satisfied in respect to this mat- 
ter. Let the past suifice, in the belief that we shall 
do betterin future. It seems that the paper now 
purchased for congress is American. 








Cuba and the Floridas, Xe. 
The London Times concludes an article respect- 
ing the proposed cession of the Floridas to the Unit- 
ed States, as follows: . 


“The Floridas are of such importance to the 
United States, and of so little to Spain, that we 
wonder much less at the eagerness of one party to 
cain, than of the other party to keep them: and if 
the pertinacious retention of these provinces by the 
Spaniards should cost them what yet remains of 
their empire in the west, the court of Madrid will 
shortly add its own wonder at this display of o')sti- 
nacy to that which is felt by the rest of Burope.— 
It is clear to every man’s comprehension, that the 
United States will not give up their hold of the Flo- 
ridas, but will have them by one means or other. 
This must be as obvious, or nearly sv, to the Bri- 
tish cabinet as to the world at large; and it leads 
us to presume, that the obstacles opposed to the 
ratification of the treaty have not been deliberately 
furnished by Great Britain, inasmuch asthe certain- 
ty that the Floridas must belong to the United 
States, brings with st an invincible necessity for the ac- 
quisition of Cuba by the British crown, The king’s 
ministers must therefore be indifferent, whether 
the Floridas change masters by treaty or in spite of 
it: our business is to look to our own security; and 
to us it is precisely the same thing whether that 
security, so far as relatesto the gulf of Mexico, be 
comprised by the want of will or want of ability in 
the Spanish government to protect us against the 
growth of the republican power. Spain may tem- 
porises but if the United States will not submit to be 
Zemporised with on the subject of the Floridas, this coune 
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REMARKS BY THE EDITOR GF ‘THE REGISTER, 

The Flotidas may be considered as naturally be- 
longing to the United States—or, in other words, as 
rightfully to be possessed by the power holding the 
adjacent countries of Georgia, Alabama and Missis- 
sippi; for they are without value to any other, ex- 
cept as a means of annoyance to the former, in time 
of war, or for the encouragement of smuggling ait 
piracy, in a season of peace. [t is then accordant 
with every principle of reason and of right-that they 
should be attaclied to the United States, who ure 
bound to consult their own safety, As an ancient 
territory of Spain, though worse than useless to 
her, we are not prepared, just now, to assume the 
sovereignty on the broad plea of necessity, though 
two opportunities have passed in either of whicit 
we ought to have taken absolute possession of the 
country, and it might have been done witha sount 
regard to economy of life and treasure; though we: 
may Claim it as a property due to us by contract, as 
an indemnity for injuries received. Certainly, w:: 
cannot permit the territory to pass into the hands 
of any other power, for it is impossible that thas 
power can have any purpose in view hut to hold 
it as a check and annoyance to the United! States. 

It appears to us that, at this time, it would be 
impolitic to carry the Jate treaty with Spain into 
effect, in all its parts, as recommended by tie pre- 
sident in his late message to congress, unless there 
are some reasons to urge the procedure that we are 
unacquainted with—not that we are willing to wait 
the result of further ncgociations with Spain, unless 
assured that they must result, and immediately, in 
something decisive... The Spanish government is 
evidently destitute of honor and honesty, and muc!s 
talk about the differences between us cannot be 
productive of good. We are morally certain that 
the location of the country will not be changed, nov 
our ability to take it be lessened, by any delay which 
a sound policy shall appear to dictate. It should 
be so managed and understood, that we wil! not suf- 
fer the Floridas to be transferred to any but our- 
selves—that we have a lien upon them which we 
will enforce at discretion, and in our own manner aml 
time. But here we should like the business to rest ut 
present. We are not actually in want of the coun- 
try at this moment—and all that is needful to be done 
is to declare that we will have it when we do want it, 
unless justice is rendered to us by Spain in some 
other way—of which there is not the least pros- 
pect. Spain is not able, nor has she the will, to in- 
demnify us on account of spoliations. 

Speculation, of late years especially, seems to 
have penetrated into every thing. It is intimate t 
that a very large amount of the claims of our mer- 
chants against Spain, has passed into the hands of 
persons anticipating the views of the government; 
that others, equally prudent, have dabbled deep- 
ly in the Florida lands, &c, having fabricated manv 
claims to extensive tracts for small sums of money, 
and the like. Perhaps, it is the nature of things 
that circumstances such as these must sometimes 
occur—but considefations arising out of them 
should not have any influence upon government 
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finitely greater importance than the acquisition we 
seek. 


We were of opinion that Great Britain opposed 
the transfer of the Floridas to the United States. 
We are now inclined to think differently. She aims 


— i. / we 


jtheir numbers. . There is an “invincible necessity” 
:to ws,that this grand island should become indepen- 
ident, or remain as it is,inthe possession of some 


| weak power, such as Spain. Is there no reason to 


‘apprehend that such a king as Ferdinand, may be 


{ 


at Cuba, as “invincibly necessary” to her in the |Seduced or intimidated to transfer to Great Britain 


event of such a transfer, and will be glad of any 


‘this darling object of her. ambition, though he 


pretext to get possession of that most important thereby shall cause his possessions in Mexico, = 
island. Havana is the real key of the vast gulf of © D€ ‘” @ state of abject subserviency to her: 


Mexico. This is the law of nature, established by'| 


the winds and currents. Itis true, that avery hrge; 


part of the British West-India trade, homeward! 


bound, has to pass through the stream between, 
Cuba and Fiorida; but the latter presents no point! 
of attack upon the trade of Great Britain, a fiftieth} 
part as vulnerableto her, as the possession of the 
Havana would afford against the United States.— 
The British trade passing through the gulf stream 
is, certainly; of great value—but what is it compar- 
ed with that of the United States, which must pass 
through the same channel at a future day? 
«valley of the Mississippi’ already possesses many 
more inhabitants than all the British colonies in 





| We ought not to be surprized at any thing which 


Ferdinand may do—he has so much acted against 
the rules of honest and enlightened men, that he 
can do what he pleases without our stopping to 
enquire into his motives! It is believed that a revo- 
lutionary spirit prevails among the people of Cuba, 
and that they will resist a transfer of the sovereign- 
ty of their island, and declare it independent, un- 
der the guarantee ofsome friendly power, in case 
it should be attempted. We are most deeply inte- 
restedin this matter; but all the commercial world, 


The? Great Britain excepted, ought to be favorable to 
isuch an event, as acheck to the monopoly of power 


‘inany one, We do not wish to have any thing to 


America; and, for a long time to come, we may ex-! do with Cuba; but as it has pleased. Providence to 
ICQ; X-} 


pect that the population will be doubied every ten 
years, or oftener. It contains a thousand millions 
of wcres, three-fifths of the territory of the United 
States, and is capable of supporting 100 millions of 
of people! The surplus produce of all this vast 
country, together with that of the great and rich dis- 
tricts immediately bordering on the gulf, whether 
they are to be thrown into the common market of 
the world or transmitted to the Atlantie states, must 
find their egress by this channel, of which Havana, 
with one of the finest harbors in the world, as well 
us one of the strongest places that we know of, is, 
the natural key, in the hands of a maritime power, | 
such as Great Britain; and it is impossible that we 
can, with sane minds, do any thing that may put her 
into the possession of it. It is a point which, as it 
were, severs the republic into two parts; and the 
commander of the gulf will, seemingly, be the pro- 
per ally, friend or dictator of the vast regions of 
the west—which, however great it may become 


locate this island in such a’commanding position, it 
is impossible that-we should be indifferent to its 
fate. 


« Britain aims to controu] the com merce of the 
world, and realize her boast that— 


“The winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain, 
**And not a flag without permission spreads.” 


She has an establishment in the Baltic—Gibraltar 
and Maltaare her own, and she is the profector of 
the Ionian islands. She holds the Cape of Good 
Hope and the isle of France, as the keys of India 


jand China, generally; and by her establishments at 


Bombay, &c. controuls the trade of the Red Sea, 
the Arabian sea, and Persian gulf. She superin- 
tends the commerce of the vast bay of Bengal, -by 
possessing the island of Ceylon, and her new settle- 
ments in Sumatra are designed to close up the 
straits of Malacca; she yet wants the command of 
those of Sunda, and her influence is complete it 








jn ‘arms, artsand resources, never can have a ma- 
rine force sufficient to protect its export trade—a 
trade which, carrying off the surplus, though ex- 
ceedingly small in amount compared with the whole 
product, fixes the value of all such product, except 
such part asthe procucers of grain, cotten, &c. 
consume of themselves or in their families. In our 
opinion, the facts here presented for consideration 
deserve the most serious reflection, and we think 
that the patriot will see in them some of the strong- 
est bond to holds the union together—they are the 
bonds of mutual interest between the east and the 
west. For, though the power of population may rest 
beyond the Alleganies, as, it is probable, will soon 
be the case, yet it is on the Atlantic coast on/y that 
shins of war can be built and rendered efficient to 
defend the external commerce of the whole repub- 
lic. 

Cuba is much the most valuable island in the 
West Indies--not only the largest, but has also 
the most luxuriant soil. It is but partiaHy brought 
under cultivation, though its pepulation is:probably 
between 6 and 890,000, of whom about four fifths 
are slaves. Its natural advantages are exceedingly 
important, and its resources sufficient, under a li- 
beral administration, to supporta highly respecta- 
ble government, and be peopled by 5 or 6 millions 
of persons without inconvenience, on account of 


this quarter. But the possession of Cuba would 
be more important to her and more detrimental to 
jus, than all these—and more injurious to the free- 
dom of the common trade of the world. She 
will obtainit—if she can. She regards the United 
, “tates as ber great rival in manufactures and com- 
merce, and will do allin her lies to hinder our pro- 
gress to the power she fears, 


Whilst therefore, we freely admit that the Unit- 
ed States may of right possess themselves of Flori- 
da, at any time—but as that time may be rendered 
subservient to our discretion, without any probable 
detriment to the issue of the affair.—we hope 
ithat the matter will be fully cénsidered before 
‘congress resolves to carry the unratified treaty 
| with Spain into eifect, in all its parts, notwithstand- 
jing this course is recommended by the president, 
with a frankness of responsibility that is to be ad- 
jmired, though the object proposed may not be ap- 
»proved. The present state of Great Britain, as well 
as that of the United States, ought also to be con- 
sidered. War must follow the occupation of the 
Floridas by us. Is not the former so situated as to 





desire a foreign war that peace may be preserved at 
;home? Is the latter well conditioned to enter upon 
a contest with the other? Let Britain say what she 
will, in the event of our getting possession of the 
Floridas, by treaty or otherwise, her object is Cu- 
ba, or a quarrelwith us. | 
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The “Missouri Question.” 


A pamphlet has just been published at Philadel. 
phia, entitled, «Free remarks on the spirit of the fe- 
deral constitution—the practice of the federal govern- 
ment—and the obligations of the union respegting the 
erclusion of slavery from the territories and new states 
—by a Philadelphian.” ? 

We have, with much attention and entire satisfac- 
tion, read and considered this able and eloquent 
work, understood to have been written by Robert 
Walsh, jun. esq. The power of its facts are sup- 

orted with a force of argument, that like a torrent 
carries all before it; yet the matter is so managed 
that the most sensitive in opposition cannot be of- 
fended by its manner, It contains a vast fund of 
information on the question that now so deeply en- 
gages the public mind,—and, in our opinion, clear- 
ly establishes the position, that congress not only 
has the right and power to prohibit slavery in the 
new states and territories, but that it was a/waysin- 
tended the federal government should prohibit it 
in them, unless restrained by special compact to 
the contrary. 

This pamphlet contains 116 pages,—but the 
matters treated of are already presented with so 
much brevity, that we know not where to begin, 
or what to say, that may convey an idea of its sud- 
stance to our readers without injury to the work; 
and it abounds too, with extracts from the writings 
and speeches of the most eminent men, which can- 
not be rendered by abstract. Itis a history of the 
feelings and proceedings ofthe old congress, of the 
convention that adopted our present constitution, 
and of the state conventions which ratified it, so 
far as those feelings or proceedings were interest- 
ed by the condition of our black population, or the 
admission of new states into the union, [t proves 
the original design, that slavery should be tolerat- 
ed only in the states “then existing’’—shews that 
Virginia, and other states, clearly understood this 
to be the meaning of the powers delegated to con- 
gress,—and, in evidence of such an interpretation 
being a just one, the author quotes the agreements 
of North Carolina ‘and Georgia for a surrender of 
their western territories, in which what was con- 
sidered as a fundamental article in respect to the 
admission of new states—the prohibition of slavery, 
was expressly guarded against by those states; de- 
monstrating, as we firmly believe the fact to 
be, that the right and power of congress to keep 
the new states free from an acknowledged evil, was 
not denied, or doubted, until just now; but, on the 
coutrary, admitted or acquiesced in, in every case. 
But we must refer our readers to the pamphlet it- 
self, which we regret to see that the Philadelphia 
publisher holds a copy-right of. Itisone of those 
things that, in a time like this, should be the com- 
mon property of the nation, and be found at the 
fire-side of every thinking man in the United States. 

We shall adda few remarks of our own, and dis- 
miss this Subject so far as we can, for the present, 
after previously stating that we had prepared 
much matter upon it, which we shall zow put aside 
as entirely useless, under the belief that measures 
will be taken to give this pamphlet the free circu- 
lation which its important subject and able manner 
demands, 

Every new state admitted into the union has en- 
tered it under certain legislative restrictions;* and 

“For example, (for which we are indebted to the 
pamphlet abovementioned),—though the original 





states night import negroes until the year eighieen 





no state.is more than a qualified sovereignty. | Ohio, 
&c. are said to have been admitted on “an equal 
footing with the original states, in ali respects what- 
soever,” yet slavery was forever forbiddenjn them. 
It is well known that thé power of representation, 
as derived from slaves, was severely contested when 
the constitution was framed—for those opposed te 
it thought that horses and oxen might as justly have 
weight in government as that description of persons 
—but, for the sake of harmony, a compromise was 
effected, in which to the states “then existing,” this 
advantage was given, with the proviso also, that con- 
gress should not prohibit the «migration or impor- 
tation,” into them, of any persons tiat they thought 
proper to admit, until the year 1808. So far as the 
contract goes, every considerate man will support 
it; but the compromise had reference only to the 
states exisiing at the time it was made; and we ven- 
ture to say that no man then thought of extending 
the principle any further. May these be secured in 
what they regard as their property, in the fullest 
extent, with all the privileges which it confers 
on them over others—for such is the constitution; 
but let them be content with the power thus con- 
ceded, and agree that the contract has been entirely 
complied with, much to their benefit—for such, it 
appears, is the fact. 

All men admit slavery to be an evil—a curse on 
the country; the most distingtiished citizens of Vir- 
ginia have always regarded it so, and had no wish to 
entail it upon others. Norcan we see any possible 
injury to result to the old states from checking its 
exteasion into new states west of the Mississippi, 
which must have for its inevitable effect to render 
the curse perpetual. It is impossible to belicve 
that the high-spirited men of the south, desire tivar 
country to be used as a nursery for slaves to be sold 
iu the market. But, if even so, is there not room 
enough within themselves, and in the vast tracis of 
uncultivated lands to the south, forsuch purposes, for 
an hundred years to come? Can they desire an outlet 
for their slaves at the cost of free white men? The 
non-slave holding states are comparatively full, or 
rapidly becoming thickly settled; and white men, 
free laborers, wili not, cannot, sit themselves down 
where labor is dishonored—they feel disgraced by 
being put upon a par with a slave. Let slavery be 
permitted beyond the Mississippi, and that vast 
region is sealed up against the emigration of free 
laborers—the stamina of every government, and 
especialy of arepublic. No one despises more, or 
has more honestly combatted, the drawing of «geo- 
graphical distinctions” in the United States, than 
we have done; and we sincerely regret that an allu- 
sion is even necessarily made to thefFast, Middle, 
West or South, as supposed to have different inte- 
rests and views. But believing as we do, that the 
condition of the constitution has been amply com- 
plied with already, we are sincerely desirous that 
that which all men confess to be a moral and political 
evil shall not be any further extended, and by such 
extension be made perpetual, past hope. 


Case of William P. White. 
In conformity toa resolution of the house of re. 
presentatives, of the 20th Feb. last,the president 








hundred and eight, Louisiana is prohibited from suf. 
fering any slave to be brought mo that state, from 
any port or place within the United Staies, imported 
since the first day of May, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-eighi; andthe manner in which slaves may be 
intreduced at al], is expressly designated, 
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ofthe United States transmitted to that house, on 
the 14th ult.a report from the secretary of state, 
with extracts and copies of several letters touching 
the imprisonment of William P, White, a citizen of 
the United States. 


The following is the report of the secretary of | 
state— 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 14th December. 1819. 


The secretary of state, to whom has been refer. 
red a resolution of the house of representatives of 
the 24th of February last, requesting the presi- 
<ient to cause to be laid before that house, at the 
next session of congress, any information which 
might bein his power, touching the causes of the 
imprisonment of William White, an American citi- 


United States’ stock. 


It is afact worth notice, as established by a let- 
ter from a satisfactory source in New York, that on 
Monday and ' uesday last, a parcel of three per cent, 
stock, of the United States, (amounting to $5,000) 
sold at'seventy one and three fourths per cent.—and. 
seventy two was offered for 10,000 dollars more of it. 
We should fear that the credit of the government 
was getting too good, which is a suspicious cireum- 
stance with governments as well as individuals, if it 
were not from a belief that this rise in price, is the 
effect of misapprehension or erroneous information, 
We apprehend that the brokers, and others, have 
taken up the impression, that the government is 
bound to redeem this stock at an early day. Now, 
when redeemed, it is to be redeemed at par; and if 
to’ be necessarily redeeméd within three or four 


zen, at Buenas Ayres, has the honor herewith to yeatsits present price would be accounted for:— 


submit to the president extracts from a communi- 
cation of Mr. John Graham, together with copies 
of several letters to and from Mr. W. G. D. Worth- 
ington, which contains all the information in pos- 


As, however, the construction which appears to 
have been put on the laws relating to this portion 
of the public debt is at jeast doubtful, we feel it our 
duty to warn moneyed men from involving them- 


session of this department upon tha: subject. selves in this speculation. Nat, Int. 


Respectfully submitted. 


(PSo far the “National Intelligencer”— when 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. | the 3 per cent. stock is to be redeemed, we are not 
The papers enclosed would fill nearly three pa-| informed, but always had an impression that the 


g¢cs—much more room that we feelourselves justi- 


time’to do it was at the discretion of the United 


fiedin giving to the subject before us. The fol-|States—and, in the present state ef our finances, 
lowing brief abstract may serve ail useful purposes: | there is no prospect that it will be speedily paid off 


Mr. White made himself known to Mr. Bland, one 
of our commissioners to South America, and was by 
Mr. B. introduced to Vir. Graham, another of the 
commissioners, at Monte Video. He represented 
his case, andthe commissioners told him it was one 
on which they could not act; still he put several 
papers into the hands of Mr. Graham, entreating 
him to read them, which was done-- yet the objee. 
tion continued. White managed to get te Bue-; 
nos Ayres in the tender of the Congress frigate 
unknown tothe commissioners, who were surprized 
at his appearance there, and felt it their duty to in- 
form the supreme director of the factand manner 
of hisarrival. The director said he was exceeding- 
ly obnoxious to the people, a notorious smuggler 
and violator of the laws, &c. The commissioners 


if its redemption can be delayed; and indeed, in the 
most flourishing state of the treasury that can be 
presumed, we should oppose its redemption, unless 
the public faith was pledged in respect to it, for 2 
long time to come. ‘Ihe money can be better 
used for other purposes than that of serving specu- 
lators, who appear to have made the present stir in 
this business. 


But—the 6 percents at 103; and the 5 per cents 


at 72, is the dest evidence of the “scarcity of mo- 
ney” that we ever met with!!! We repeat whatwe 
have many times said, that money only wants circu- 
lation—odjecis to give it currency. 
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List of Piracies. 
A memoir, of which the following isa copy, we 


could not do any thing for him; he was arrested | , informed, has been transmitted to the depart- 


and thrown into. prison, where they Iefthim. Mr. 


Graham says that White was understood to be a 


nent of state: 
Boston, December 1, 1819. 


spes i j , d had ib: iti 3 
restless: mtriguer, and » probably political ob- | 7, s.uzs MONROE, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


jects in view, as conneeted with his money affairs.” 
Mr. Worthington, an agent of the United States, 


OF AMERICA, 
The undersigned ask leave to lay before you the 


had before interested himsclf, as far as he thought annexed statement of facts, relating to piracies and 


it expedient, inthe case of White. The amount of 


. . . { 
the facts stated by Mr. Worthington is, as express- 


i 


inlawful acts of armed vessels, committed, in many 
nstances near our coast, or in the W. India seas, 


ed by himself—that White shad so commingled and and some ofthem, they regret to add, by vessels out 


identified himself with the fiscal and speculative 
eoncerns of Buenos Ayres and Monte Video, and 


of our own ports. 


Your memorialists are aware that this subject has 


certain men there, both natives and foreigners, already engaged the attention of government, and 


both in power and out of power, that it was hard to . 


t is with this view of co-operating with them in 


unravel whetherhe “was aman more sinned against checking the progress of this alarming evil, that 
ea. they have collected this list of piracies, supposing 

Mr. Worthington spoke to the director and ad-| that, from their connection with commerce, more 
dressed a note to him, in behalf of White. The| facts of this nature came to their knowledge than 
director replied that White «was a man without] to that of the members of government. 


principles,” and the secretary of state in return to 


Whether the late unparalleled increase of pira- 


the note, said, that he had been proscribed. from] cies is to be ascribed to defeets in the laws of civi- 
feasons of the greatest weight, &c. White claims| lized nations, orthe laws not being enforced, or to 
money ofthe government of Buenos Avres; but | othercauses, it is alike certain that it is an alarm- 


docs not seem to be a character about whom it is]; 
necessary that government should feel itselfinterest- | j 


ng and growing evil, which a just regard to the 
nterest of commerce, no less than to the moral 


ed. Tle is suid to be a native of Pittsfield, Massa- | state of society, requires to be forthwith repressed. 
chusetts, and to have beeii a resident of South Ame- 


hg $f. 9 Y epare 
deuqeb Av uP le ycars. 





Reposing, as they do, with full confidence in the 
visdom of the administration, they abstain from of- 
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ring any comments or opinions, not doubting 


of the lake, with a great depth of water, and seems 


that, after having their attention called tg the facts, | fitted for a harbor for large vessels, except on ac- 


the government will pursue such measures as the 
nature of the case requires. _ 
ARNOLD WELLES, 
President of the Mass. fire and Marine Ins. com. 
THOMAS PERKINS, 
President of the Union Insurance Company. 
4 JNO. T. APTHORP, 
President of the Suffolk Insurance company. 
, JAMES EALL, 
President of the N. E. M. Ins. Company. 
NATH. GODDARD, 
President of the Merchants’ Ins. Company. 
FRANCIS J. OLIVER, 
President -of the American Ins. Company. 





Here follows the names of forty four vessels rob- 
bed, or relations of piratical circumstances, collect- 
ed from one newspaper during the year 1819! 


We should, indeed; be glad to sce some vigorous 
measures adepted to check the progress of this 
growing evil. What we long ago predicted has 
come to pass, to an alarming extent---our country is 
drained of its seamen by vessels sailing under real 
or pretended commissions from Buenos Ayres, Ar- 
tigas, Brion, and several others states or individuals; 
and the worst of allis, the demoralizing influence 
which these things have had upon the theretofore 
good character of our sailors. 

It is probabie that, between privateering and pi- 
racy, and all the hazards and hardships belonging to 
them, we have absolutely lost not less than 15 
or 20,000 seamen since the conclusion of the war 
with Great Britain. 
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ee 


inland Communication. 

We have an interesting letter fpom the secretary 
of war transmitting topographical reports, made 
with a view “to ascertain the practicability of unit- 
mg the waters of the Illinois river with those of 
lake Michigan’’—which we should be glad to pub- 
lish at length, if we had room. The following 
summary may perhaps be sufficient. 


The Illinois is formed by the union of three con- 
siderable rivers, the des Planes, the de Page and 
the Kankakee---the last nearly double the size of 
the others. The Ulinois is about 300 miles in 
length, varying in breadth from 79 vards to a mile 
---has a moderate currentand water enough, at all 
times, for boats of considerable burthen, 230 miles 
from its mouth. Its rapids are not discoverable ex- 
cept in the lowest stages of the water. The val- 
ley of the river is from 3 to 10 miles wide, and gen- 
erally flat and marshy, and subject to inundation 
when the water js at its medial height. 


The des Planes rises in the low lands west of lake 
Michigan-—has some short rapids or ripples that 
appear only when the waters are vert low. In 
every other part it seems “like a chain of stag- 
nant pools or small lakes,” affording water enough 
for boats of a moderate dravght. At the head of 
these is a prairie, with a lake 5 miles long and from 
50 to 40 yards wide, communicating with the des 
Planes and the Chicago river, “by means of akind of 
canal which has been partly made by the current of 
the water, and partly by the French and Indians, 
for the purpose of getting their boats across in 
that direction in time of high water.” In dry sea- 
sons the portage may be about 3 miles, but at other 
times, boats pass and repass with facility, What is 


count ofa sand bar at its entrance, over the highest 
part of which the water is not usuaily more than 
two feet deep; but as this bar is.very narrow, :it 


jis believed that, by the sinking of piers and re- 


moving the sand, a commodious harbor might be 
made---which secms to be a great object on lake 
Michigan. 
As it appears indubitable that the waters of lake 
Michigan, on the prevalence of an easterly wind, 
are often discharged into the Illinois, and as it also 
appears to be a fact, that the waters of the des 
Planes sometimes pass into the lake, the cost of such 
improvements as would open a boat communication, 
at all times in the year, except indeed in a very 
dry season, would be inconsiderable compared wit 
the object, when the progress of population shill 
require it. 

There seems to be several other ways in which 
the waters of Michigan and the lilinois may be unit- 
ed—but the preceding appears to be most eligible. 
As it now is, at one scason of the year, boats of six 
or eight tons burthen may passfrom the Mississippt 
into the lake, 








Public Buildings. 
We have the report of the commissioner of the 
public buildings, in the city of Washington, of whieh 
the following brief abstract may serve all ordinary 
purposes: 


The work onthe Centre of the Capitol has becn 
carried onina style conformable to the other parts of 
the building, and the walls have been raised to the 
height contemplated this season. ‘The cost of fi- 
nishing the wing's has exceeded the estimates, as we 
judge, not less than 70 or 75,000 dollars; for items 
are given which amount to 59,722, and these, it is 
said, “may account for a large portion of the ex- 
cess.” Among these articles, the cost of which: ex: 
ceeded the estimates, we observe for copper for tic 
roofs, 2,368; glass, 5,378; the colonade in the scnate 
chamber excecded the estimates by near'v 7000 
}dollars, and cost about 22,000; the marble colmmnns 
in the hall of the house of representatives, estimat- 
ed at 28,000, cost nearly 60,000. The painting of 
the outside of the wings cost 5000 dollars, &c. The 
whole work, however, appears to be well done. 


4 


The two executive offices appear to be nearly 
or quite finished—in a very substantial manner. 
They are extensive buildings, and were much want- 
ed. 


The addition to the offices at the west end of the 
president’s house, is nearly complcted; and the 
grounds which surround the house have been 
enclosed with an iron railing, &c. 


ee 


Amount of disbursements made hy the commis- 
sion of public buildings, between the Ist of October, 
1818, and 30th of September, 1819, on account of 
the following buildings: 


Wings of the capitol United States, 181,517 68 
Centre of do. do, 160,925 76 
Executive offices, 


132,149 67 
Offices to presidcent’s house, 8,458 63 
I ) 





BA82, 851 74 
(Erroys excepted.) |. 7 
SAML. LANE, Com. DP. B 





oull,. Na Vac enern «er . 
Lui cd the Chicago Viver 1s more properly an arm 


b 0 Washineton, Mec, 25, 1819 
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Ohio and the U.S. Bank. wr. 


~AUDITOR’S OFFCE, COLUMBUS, DECEMBER 8, 1810. 

_ Genilemen---Yhe law of the last session of the le- 
gislature, passed on the 8th day of February, 1819, 
entitled An act to levy and collect a tax from all 
banks and individuals and companies and associ- 
ations of individuals that may transact banking bu- 
siness in this state, without being authorised to do 
so by the laws thereof,” directed the auditor “upon 
the 15th day of September next ensuing, and after- 
wards upon the 15th day of September annually, to 
charge the bank of the United States with a tax of 
fifty thousand dollars upon each office of discount 
and deposite at which they might continue to trans- 
act banking business within this state after the first 
day of the said month of September, and so long as 
the bank of the United States should continue to 
transact banking business at any office of discount 
and deposite within this state; and also in like man- 
ner upon the said 15th day of September, and af- 
terwards on the 15th day of September annually, 
proceed to charge each individual, company or as- 
sociation aforesaid, that shall commence or contin- 
ue to transact banking business within this state, af- 
ter the said first day of September, and so long as 
such individual company or associations shall] con- 
tinue to transact banking business as aforesaid, with 
a tax of ten thousand dollars,” to be collected in 
manner specified in said act.---Considering the act 
aforesaid imperative on the auditor, I made known 
at an early period to his excelleney the governor, 
my. opinion, and my determination to carry that law 
into effect, so far as related to myself, and received 
the concurrent opinion ofthe executive, that it was 
the duty of the auditor to proceed to the execution 
thereof, unless enjoined by proper authority. That, 
on the eleventh of the same month of September, 
I was served witha notice, signed by Messrs. 
Creighton and Bond, stating that application would 
be made on Tuesday the 14th of the same month, 
or so soon thereafter as counsel could be heard, to 
the circuit court of the United States at Chillicothe, 
to enjoin the proceedings under the aforesaid act, 
against the bank ofthe United States, in the hands 
of the auditor; which notice was enclosed to Charles 
Hammond, esq. at Chillicothe, with instructions to 
appear on behalf of the state, and, if necessary, to 
resist the application. 

That early inthe morning ofthe 15th of Septem- 
ber aforesaid, I was served with a copy of a peti- 
tion in chancery, filed in the said court at the suit 
of the president and directors of the bank of the 


. United States, praying, amongst other things, «that 


the auclitor as aforesaid be enjoined from charging 
the said bank on the fifteenth day of the said month 
of September, or onthe fifteenth day of Septem- 
ber inany year hereafter with a tax of 60,000 dol- 
jars upon either of the offices established in the 
state of Ohio by the directors of the said bank as 
aforesaid, and also from making out any warrant or 
appointing or authorising any person or persons to 
exccute either orany of the provisions of the said 
act of the legislature against them or either of the 
offices established in the state of Ohio as aforesaid;”’ 
and also at the same time served with a subpenain 
chancery from said court, “to appear before said 
court in Chillicothe en the first Moitday of January 
next, to answer said petition:” A copy of the bill 
No. 1, and subpeena No. 2, are herewith enclosed. 
That on being served with the petition and subpe- 
na, | remarked tothe officer serving them, that the 


aliditor was not by them prohibited from proceed- | - 
tne under the act aforesaid of the legislature; and | gave him my official receipt and charged the trea- 


+ 


being fully pessuaded, that the papers served con. 
tained no prohibition on him, and believing that no 
writ of injunction was or would be allowed by said 
court until the officers of state proceeded to act 
under said law, and being informed that the bank 
of the United States continued to transact banking 
business within this state, at ,Cincinnati and Chilli. 
cothe, in violation of the act ofthe legislature of 
this state as aforesaid, | proceeded upon the same 
fifteenth day of September tocharge the bank of the 
United States with a tax of one hundred thousand 
dollars, as by the aforesaid act directed; and issued 
a warrant to John L. Harper, esq. for the collection 
ofthe same. However, not willing to act prema- 
ture in so important and delicate an affair, or against 
the orders and decrees of the constituted authori- 
ties of the general government of the United 
States, the aforesaid petitionin chancery and sub- 
pena, together with the warrant, were enclosed 
and transmitted to Jeremiah M’Lene, esq. secretary 
of state, then at Chillicothe, directing him to. sub- 
mit the papers served on the auditor to the counsel 
en the part of the state, and procure their written 
opinion; that if the papers served operated as an 
injunction, not to deliver the warrant to the officer 
appointed therein, asthe auditor did not intend to 
violate the injunction of the said court; but if the 
papers served did not amount to an injunction, then 
to deliver the waarant to the ferson appointed, for 
execution; and upon the secretary’s receiving the 
written opinions of several lawyers (Mr. Hammond 
being absent) “that it did not appear that there was 
any order of court allowing an injunction, or indeed 
any document whereby the defendant ean be charg- 
ed with the notice of the contents of the petition,” 
he delivered the warrant agreeably to instructions, 
(The paper No. 3, is a copy of their opinions: ) | 
That, on the 17th of September aforesaid, the 
person appointed to execute said warrant entered 
the branch at Chillicothe, and, upon the cashier’s 
refusing to pay the tax aforesaid, levied upon spe- 
cie and bank notes to the full amount in said war- 
rant specified. ‘That, about eight o’clock in the 
evening of the 18th of said month, I was served with 
a copy of the order of said court, allowing the in- 
junction prayed for, and also, with a writ of injunc- 
tion from said court, dated on the same day, com- 
manding the auditor not to proceed, as set forth in 
the bill heretofore mentioned; and that, in addition 
to the matter prayed for in said bill as aforesaid, the 
auditor was, by-said writ, “commanded to desist from 
levying or collecting the tax imposed on the com- 
plainants, or from paying over, by order or other- 
wise, the monies received for said tax, which shall 
have heen or may be collected under the provisions 
of the said act, in the treasury of the state of Ohio, 
or from making report of the same to the legisla- 
ture in his general report of the receipt of taxes, 
until,” &c. (The paper No. 4 is acopy of the order 
of said court, and writ of injunction.) At the same 
time a request was made, on the part of the bank, 
that the auditor would direct the money to be re- 
turned to said bank as it was on the road to the seat 
of government; but, conceiving that the auditor had 
then no further controul over the money, and that 
it was the duty-of the person collecting the same to 
pay it into the treasury of the state, I refused to give 
any directions eoncerning the disposal thereof.— 
That, on the 20th of the same month, the person 
collecting the money presented the treasurer’s re- 
ceipt for the sum of $98,000,on account of the afore- 
said tax collected, being deposited with him, sub- 





ject to the orders of the legislature; for which I 
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surer.therewith, That, onthe said day, Mr. Harper 
made a return of his warrant, endorsed thereon that 
he bad “devied the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars, in said warrant specified; nineteen thousand 
eight hundred and thirty dollars in specie, and 
eighty thousand one hundred and seventy dollars in 
bank notes of the office of discount and deposite of 
the United States’ bank in Chillicothe, and paid 
ninety eight thousand dollars thereof to the treasu- 
rer of state, and retained two per cent. on the said 
amount levied, for his compensation. 

That, soon after the foregoing transaction, the 
said John L. Haper, and ‘thomas Orr, one of his as- 
sistants, were sued and imprisoned atthe suit of the 
said president, directors and company of the bank 
of the United States, in an action at law for the re- 
covery of the money so as aforesaid taken. 

That, on the 13th day of November following, I 
was served with a notice that application would be 
made by the president,directors and company afore- 
said, to the hon. Charles Willing Byrd, district 
. judge of the United, States in and for the district of 
Ohio, for the allowance of'a writ of injunction, to 
issue from the circuit court of the United States, 
for the seventh cireuit and district of Ohio afore- 
said, for the purpose of enjoining me, as auditor of 
the state of Ohio, and as an individual, from inter- 
meddlixg with certain moneys therein mentioned. 

That, on the 25th day of the same month, I was 
served with a copy of a petition in chancery, filed 
in said circuit court of the United States, atthe suit 
of the president, directors and company aforesaid, 
against the auditor and treasurer of the state, bank 
of Chillicothe, Franklin bank of Columbus, in our 
official and individual capacities, and also against 
the collector and his assistants, and Messrs. Ham- 
mond and Wright, as securities, for a return of che 
money therein mentioned, together with an injunc- 
tion to the effect specified in the foregoing notice, 
and also a writ of subpena, to appear on thie first 
Monday of January next, to answer said petition, 
injunction and subpeena, last mentioned. 

You will observe, that by the writ of injunction 
first mentioned, the auditor was prohibited “from 
levying and collecting the tax by said act imposed 
on the complainants, or from paying ever by order 
or otherwise, any monies received for said tax, 
which shall have been or may be collected under 
the provisions of said act, into the treasury of the 
state of Ohio, or from making report of the same 
to the legislature aforesaid in his general report of 
the receipt of taxes;” which prohibition was not 
prayed forin the bill ofcomplaint, nor ordered by 
said court for ought that appears upon the papers 
and orders served. It is not supposed that the 
clerk was authorised to grant a writ containing that 
prohibition, nor that the auditor was bound by such 

an injunction; butin order that no violation of the 
authorities to the United States should take pluce 
on the part of this state, so far as related to myself, 
and having no further duties to perform under the 
act aforesaid, after the same, no other. instructions 
were given relative to the disposal of said money, 
nor have the same been reported in the general 
report of the receipt of taxes. I however deem it 
my duty to lay the whole matter especially before 
the legislature, together with the documents at- 
tending the same, as well for their information, as to 


correct any misrepresentations which may have. 


ness in. violation of the aforesaid act, or not; and as 
it became necessary to charge the tax imposed, on 
the 15th day of September, I proceeded to charge 
said company with a tax of $10,000, pursuant to the 
act afcresaid, and issued a warrant for the collection 
of the same to said John L. Harper, with instruc- 
tions to proceed to Cincinnati, and on enquiry ifthe 
said company had not subjected themselves to the 
tax aforesaid, not to proceed to its collection. Ac- 
cordingly, Mr. Harper proceeded, and was satisfac- 
torily assured that said company was doing no bu- 
siness other than redeeming their paper: conse- 
quently he did not proceed to execute said war- 
rant; since which time I have received a letter from 
aid company to the same effect. 
My enquiries have procured me no information 
that any other violation ofthe act of the legislature 
by an individual, company or association, has tak- 
en place since the first day of September last. 
Very respectfully submitied, 

RALPH OSBORN, Auditor. 








Legislature of Virginia. 

The following isa copy of the paper submitted 
by Mr. Stevenson, of Richmond, tothe house of de- 
egates on the 22d ult. and by them reterred to the 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be printed: 
Instructions fiom the general assembly of Virginia, to 
James Barbour and James Pleasants, jun. senators 
from the sate of Virginia, in the congress of the 
Uniied States:— . 
the general assembly of the commonwealth of 
Virginia, feel a confidence in your disposition to 
maintain and defend the rights of the state, of 
whose sovereigniy you are the representatives in 
the national councils: yet they consider that occa- 
sions May arise of such importance, as to require 
and justify a particular expression of their senti- 
ments. 
The general assembly ef Virginia are devotedly 
attached to the constitution of the United States, 
and to the union of the states, and they deem it a 
most sacred duty, to guard and maintain them 
againstevery violation.—To secure the blessings 
they confer, it isincumbent, both on public bodies 
and individuals, to watch, with a vigilant eye,~ any 
measures; which are calculated to change the cha- 
racter of the government, or to impair ‘its princi- 
ples. This is pecu iarly the duty of the states who 
are parties tothe compact, in their highest sove- 
reign capacities, and who are bound by every con- 
sideration which ought to influence the conduct 
of mankind, to preserve it in its original purity: — 

The general assembly had hoped, whatever di- 
versity of opinion may have existed in the United 
States on other points, that there were some princi- 
ples of government, so sacred in themselves, and so 
sanctified by public sentiment, that they were not 
now to be brought into question. They had sup- 
posed that of this character are the propositions, 
that the government of the United States is a go- 
vernment of limited and defined powers; that it 
has no authorities, except those expressly given, 
or such as are indispensable to carry into effect pow- 
ers expressly delegated; and that all other rights 
and authorities are retained to the states respcc- 
tively, or to the people.—That this is the real cha- 
racter of the government of the union, results not 











been upon that subject. 


only from the express declarations of the constiiu- 


Subsequent to the first of September last, and | tion itself the avowed sentiment of those engaged 
prior to the 15th of the same month, not having re-| in framing it, but also from the circumstances, un- 


ceived satisfactory information whether John H. 


Piatt and company were transacting banking busi- | 


lider which it was established. Einerging from a 


dependence on Great Britain, the states formed 
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thirteen separate soveriegnties, and declared them 
to be so, in the act assuming independence.—These 
Sovereignties were expressly retained, by the ar- 
ticles of confederation, as they have since been by 
ihe constitution of the United States; the very ba- 
sis of whose existence is the recognition of the 
state governments.—The danger of consolidation 
was foreséen and predicted by the opponents of the 
constitution; its tendency or authority to praduce 
3t, was denied and disavowed by its advocates, in 
the conventions to which it was submitted. Could 
}t have been believed, that this character was just- 
ly-attributable to it, it is most certainit would ne- 
ver have been adopted.—The general assembly 
ure most solemnly impressed with a belief that it is 
vssential to the preservation of the constitutional 
charter of the U, States, of the sovereignty of the 
states and ofthe liberties of the people, which it 
was intended to perpetuate, that this principle, that 
the government of the United States is 4 constitu- 
tion of limited and defined powers, should never be 
Jost sight of.—Deeply penetrated with this convic- 
Uon, it is with much concern and alarm that they 
have seen,by a recent decision of the supreme court 
of the United States, (in the case of McCulloh 
ugainst the state of Maryland) the powers attribut- 
ed tothe general government, and which are emi- 
nently calculated to undermine the pillars of the 
constitution itself, and to sap the foundations and 
rights, of the state governments.—In noticing this 
cecision, it must not be understoad, that the gene- 
ral assembly mean to admit, that the opinions of the 
supreme court are conclusively binding on the 
states, in questions relating to the extent of the 
powers delegated tq the general government, or 
retained tothe states. In those great and impor- 
tant contesis, whieh may arise upon the true con- 
struction of the compact, it. must devolve on the 
parties, themselves, to judge ofthe infractions of it, 
whether occasioned by the legislature, the execu- 
tive, or the judiciary.—This results from the plain 
considexation, that the parties to the federal com- 
pact were sovereign states, and that, with respect 
to the powers retained, the states are as sovereign 
as the United States are, as to those granted.—lt 
could never therefore have been the intention of 
the states to submit the extent of their authorities, 
and rights, to courts created by one party to the 
vompact, which party has the appointment of judges; 
who; lowever enlightened and honest, could not be 
presumed, in a contest between rivai authorities, to 
be erem/t from that esprit de corps, to which all men 
taay be, more or less, subject; and, who in relation 
tothe dimimition of duties, and increase of compen- 
sation, at Jeast, are dependant onthe very body 
wiheos-acts, or authority, may be brought in ques- 
tion: Nor does the provision in the constitution, 
that the judicial power shall extend to adi cases 
arising wader the constitution, impair the force of the 
constitution which is contended for.—-However 
this may relate to questions to be decided, as to 
the different departments of the government, it 
“o2s not, and cannot, as this assembly believe, ex- 


a construction which violates great principles, and 
permits .4 party to be judge in its own cause. It 
would, moreover, be unreasonable and unjust to 
suppose, thatifthe framers of that glorious instru- 
ment intended to confer a power, so infinitely 
mere transcendant than that vested in any other 
department of the government, it would not have 
been given by an express and unequivocal delega- 
tion, rather .than left to rest on doubtful or arbi- 
trary implication. i‘he change in the constitution 
which took away, by an amendment, the power to 
sue a state in the courts of the U. States, servegte 
mark, in a striking manner, the well founded jea- 
lousy of the states, as to any infringement of their 
sovereign character, through the medium of the 
federai judiciary; and to show that they never 
meant toallow the courts of the United ‘States to 
decide conclusively on their rights, under the com- 
pact:—But shouid the judicial power of the United 
States be admitted to controul the parties to the 
compact, in cases of, conflicting claims to power, 
then it may do, incidentally and collaterally, what it 
has been forbidden to do directly; and may arraign 
before it, and subject to its controul, those very 
sovereigiiies Which the amendment te the constitu- 
tion intended to place beyond its reach. And 
therefore, the general assembly denies to the su- 
preme court of the U. States the right to is:pair, 
or construe away the sovereign authorities reserv- 
ed to the states or the pegple; and as that ceurt, in 
the decision alluded to, has attributed to itself the 
sole power of deciding onthe high quesiions, suppos- 
ed to arise between the government of the union 
and its members, and as the opinion so given may, 
as was supposed, essentially influence the great 
operations of the government, it is deemed highly 
important to communicate to you the sentiments of 
this assembly upon the subject: 

And the general assembly are more particularly 
induced to do so, because in their best and most 
deliberate judgment, the construction adopted by 
the supreme court is not only calculated to break 
down and destroy those barriers which the illustri- 
ous framers of the constitution were go selicitous to 
erect for the security of the people, and the pre- 
servation of the state sovereignties, but to change 
the whole character of the government itself; and 
to convert it froma limited and defined constitu- 
tion, operating among soyereign states, united by a 
general compact into one great consolidated go- 
vernment, of undefined and unlimited powers. Itis 
true that the supreme court admit in terms, that the 
government of the United States is a limited go- 
vernnent.—They admit that it possesses only the 
powers specially granted, er the powers necessary 
and proper: to carry those specified powers into ef- 
fect; but in the construction given to these words 
‘“necesgary and proper,” the supreme court have 
decided that the word necessary means “needful,” 
‘srequisite,” “essential,” “conducive to.’—Thus 
the words “necessary and proper,” which tke fia- 
mers of the constitution intended as asafe-guard to 
the rights ofthe states and the people, as restrict- 





tend to questions which would amount to asubver- ing congress to means which are indispensadly ne- 
sion of the constitation itself, by the usurpation of ,cessary, andthereby making the constitution a li- 


«ne comracting party or awother.---The words are 
—<all cases arising under the constitution,” plainly 
referring to the power of construction in Cases 
which would be presented by the exercise of pow- 
ers trangterred by the constitution, and not to those 
great and paramount considerations which, in their 
« fects, mav be subversive of all law, and all con- 
stitution. These. general words, which also may 
be thus abundantly satisfied, ought not io receive 


‘mited and defined government, are to be relaxed 


‘into mere considerations of expediency.—Is ita 
imatter of any consequence, whether the general 
| government possesses unlimited powers, express- 
ily delegated, or an uncontrouled authority to ex 

ercise any auxiliary powers they may deem expe. 
‘dient, or conducive to a particular end?—The doc- 
'trine becomes the more alarming from another 
‘part of the opinion of the supreme court, in which 
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it declares: «We admit, as all must admit, that the 
powers of the government are limited, and its hi- 
mits are not to be transcended.—But we think that 
the sound construction of the constitution must 
allow to the national legislature that discretion, 


with respect to the means by which the powen) p 


it confers are to be carried into execution, which 
will enable that body to perform the high daties, 
assigned to it, in the manner most beneficial to the 
people. Let the end be legitimate, let it be with- 
in the scope of the constitution and all the means 
which are appropriate, which are plainly adapted 
to the end, which are not prohibited, but consist 
with the letter and spirit of the constitution, are 
constitutional.” Again, the opinion states——“But 
where the Ixw,is not prohibited, and is really cal- 
culate’! to effect any of the objects entrusted to the 
government, to undertake here to enquire into the 
degree of its necessity, would be to pass the lne 
which circumscribes’ the judicial department and 
to tread on legislative ground.---*he court dis- 
claims all pretensions to such a power.”’— 

Do not these opinions give to congress a most a- 
larming latitude of authority, to which no practi- 
eal limits can be assigned? And do they not lay a 
foundation for administering gevernment upon 
principles unacknowledged by the constitution 
and unknown to the states andthe people, at the 
time of its adoption?—instead of co.torming to the 
constitution, may not congress contorm the consti- 
tution to their own designs: and dees not their 
power become unlimited and uncontrouled, if they 
are the only judges of its extent, and the only re- 
strainers of its excess? In its exercise under the 
plea, that a law may be conducive to some one 
of the specified powers of the government, 1t may 
exercise what authority it pleases, which has the 
most remote tendency to promote the aileged ob- 
ject. It may evencreate a necessity, with the view 
to the exercise of a particular power. Thus it was 
contended, in the argument of the case in the su- 
preme court, that a bank was essential to raising and 
supporting armies anda navy, and carrying on war. 
The congress, according to this argument, had no- 
thing to do but to raise an army—support a navy 
and declare war, and a dank became constitutional. 
Nor are we left to conjecture as to the effect which 
such a latitudinous construction of the constitution 
will produce, when it is remembered that the alien 
and sedition laws were justified, by its advocates, 
under this clause in the constitution now under 
consideration. In relation to the power of remov- 
ing aliens, both friends and enemies, it was alleged 
to be incidental to the power of war; and the right 
to pass a sedition law was contended to be inciden- 
tal to that of—euppressing insurrections by prevent- 
ing whatever may lead or tend tothem”™? These acts 


judicial department; but this assembly deny that 
these precedents ought to avail against the constitu- 
tional charter.- ihey care not what advantages of 
time, nor if years have passed over to give th€m 
sanctity and authority; they are deemed wholly inap- 
licable to a written compuct, marking out the patia 
of duty, and limiting” the range of its powers. If it. 
were otherwise, and great constitutional rights 
were to be sustained, or put down, by the sanctions 
of previous legislators, judges and presidents what 
acts of daring usurpation, er high handed oppres- 
sion might not be practised? Hi one act of wsurpa- 


lation to these important questions, it would only 
be necessary for the national legislature to level tlie 
barriers which the constitution has set up for tive 
protection of state rights, and for the judiciary and 
executive to legulize it, and the work would be 
done: Nor should it be forgotten, that the advan- 


jions, Claimed in the opinion of the supreme court 
in support of its decision, might, with the same pro- 
priety and force, have been urged against the re- 
peal of the alien and sedition laws. Those acts 
were created by congress, approved by the presi- 
dent, and enforced by the judges; and yet: no one 
opposed their repealupon the ground ofa previous 
levislative-~exrecutive—or judiciu/ sanction. Vhis as- 
semb]\, therefore, can but lament that, in the early 
part of our republican government, constructions 
so dangerous as those relied on in the opinion of 
the supreme court, should have been given; and 
they indulge the hope, that the nations! councils, 
instead of acting uncer the influence of such dan- 
gerous precedents, (however urged or supported 
by the misguided zeal of those who may administer 
the government) will determine to re-trace their 
steps, and rally around the constitution of their 
country:— 

the construction now given by the general as- 
sembly tothe constitution of the United States, is 
not anew one. In the instrument: of ratification 
acopted by the convention of Virginia, the fcllow- 
ing strong expression of opinion will be found, as 
to the powers of the constitution: “That every pow- 
er not eranted remains with the people, and at their 
will; that therefore no right of any denomination can 
be cancelled, abridged, restrained, or modified by the 
congress, by the senate,or house of representatives,- 
acting in any capacity; by the president or any de- 
partment, or officer of the United States, except 
in those instances in which poweris given by the 
constitution for those purposes.” This was the 
opinion of Virginia when called upon to ratify, or 
reject the constitution: Not only, therefore, is the 
construction now given sanctioned by opinions, 
cotemporaneous with the original discussion of the 


thus justified, were passed by the then congress of| constitution in Virginia, but it has since been re- 


the United States, and enforced by the judiciary, 
und yet, who can doubt that they were founded on 
an assumption of power, and were violations of the 
constitution in the estimation of an immense majority 
ofthe American people; and contributed in an essen. 
tial manner to that radical change which took place 
in the councils of this country. Nor can the general 
assembly admit with the.supreme court, that in dis- 
cussing and settling these great questions of conflict- 
ing powers between the general and state govern- 
ments, the doctrine of firecedent is to be considered 
as entitled to great weight. It is admitted to be 
true, as asserted in the opinion, that the principle 
contested in that case, was introcuecd at a very 
carly period of our history, »nd has been recognized 


garded as sacred by the most enlightened states- 
men and patriotsia our country; and as affording 
the only security against consolidation, and the 
only safeguard to the rights of the states. Thus 
we find this construction contended for, both be- 
fore and after the adoption of the general gevern- 
ment, by men who had been most concerned in the 
formation of the constitution, and persisted in 
since, itis believed, by a large majerity of the peo- 
ple of this state, In the memorable contest of par- 
ties which took place in ’98 and ’99, Virginia was 
among the first to step forward in vindication of 
these principles, against the alarming encroach- 
menis of the genéral government; and in the rreat 
and commanding stand which she then took in de- 
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fence of the constitution,. and of her liberty and 


tion is to be m ade the justification of another, in re- | 


tages of legislative—judicial—and executive sarc | 
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rights, she gave to the world the arguments by 
which she triumphed, and erected the firmest bul- 
wark around the rights of the states. Upon the 
exposition then given to the constitution .and the 
sound republican doctrines contained in the cele- 
brated resolutionsand report of 98 and’9°,agreatre- 
volution of principle took place, and the republicans 
came into power—and there can be no doubt, that 
those who Were at that period elevated to office by 
the people, were selected from a firm reliance 
that they and their successors would administer 
the government, and adhere, in their legislative 
acts, to the principles then declared to be essential 


to the maintenance of the state sovereignties, and } 


the rights ofthe people. If the supreme court had 
_ confined their opinion singly to the enquiry, whe- 
ther the bank of the United States was necessary 


and proper to carry into effect certain specified} 


powers of the federal government, the general as- 
sembly, though it has uniformly manifested its opi- 


nions that the bank was unconstitutional, would, } 


in consideration of the circumstances attending the 
establishment of that institution, the financial de- 
rangement, and wide spread individual ruin which 
a repeal of its charter might produce, have been 
disposed, though differing in sentiment from the 
supreme court, to have remained silent until the 
charter should have expired with its own limitation; 
but when the question as to the bank, is made the oc- 
casion to lay down and assert principles of such unt- 
versalextent, andsuch alarming tendency, notcalled 
for by the particular case, but calculated to-opena 
door through which the dearest rights that belong 
tothe states may be invaded, they would deem it a 
dereliction of principle, and abandonment of their 
rights, and those of their constituents, to withhold 
atthis time the expression of theiropinion. They 
most earnestly and conscientiously declare, that they 
consider the principles involved in the decision 
ofthe supreme court as most vitally affecting the 
state sovereignties; as changing the character of the 
government, and if carried into practice, as tending 
directly and inevitubly to aconsolidation. Impres- 
sed with these convictions, and feeling themselves 
bound to interpose whatever shield the constitution 
mav have allowed the people and the states, to pro- 
tect their rights and the constitution of their coun- 
try from violation, they enter their most solemn 
protest against the decision of the supreme court, 
and of the principles contained in it. This assem- 
bly are firmly attached to the union, and believe that 
its preservation depends, not only upon sustaining 
the legitimate authorities of the general govern- 
ment, but also in preserving, unimpaired, the rights 
of the states. They readily perceive, that ques- 
tions of great delicacy and importance may arise 
between the parties to the compact, as to their re- 
spective powers, which, to have decided in a man- 
ner that will ensure public confidence, and re- 


concile jarring and conflicting interests, ought to be | 
referred tosome tribunal, which, not being appoint- | 


ed exclusively either by the states or the federal go- 
vernment, may be exempt from any feeling whieh, 
however honest, may be unfriendly toan unbiassed 
decision. They are therefore of opinion, that an 


amendment oughtto be made to the constitution of 


the United States, creating a ¢ribunal of that descrip- 
tion, which shall be appointed in a mode to secure 
it as faras possible from bias, either to the local or 
general. government, and with authority, to cecide 


such questions as may arise and relate to the pow- 


ers of the general and state governments, under the 
compact. 


pa 
_. 


these considerations, (and confident that a subject 
so important will awaken your vigilance and engage 
all your wisdom,) instruct you, as their senators, 
and requestthe representatives from this state in 
the congress of the United States, to use their best 
efforts: 3 
1st. To procure an amendment to the constitution 
of the United States, creating a tribunal for the 
decision of all questions, in which the powers and 
authorities of the general government and those 
of the states, where they are in conflict, shall be 
decided 
And 2nd. To resist on every occasion all acts of le- 
gislation in the congress of the U. States, which 
attempt to exercise any power or authority, which 
is not either expressly given to copgress by the 
constitution, or which is not “necessary and proper’? 
to carry into effect the. powers so expressly 


f 


} ~=6given; or any other powers vested by the coasti- 


tution in the government of tke United States, or 
any department, or officer thereof; and that, in 
construing the words “necessary and proper,” 
they be regulated by the construction herein be- 
fore put on them, and also that given by the reso- 
lutions and report adopted by the general assem- 

bly of Virginia, at their sessions of 1798 and 1799, 

which have been reconsidered, and are fully and 

entirely approved of by this assembly. 

Resolved, That the governor be desired to trans- 
mit a copy of the foregoing instructions to the ex- 
ecutive authority of each of the other states, with a 
request that the same may be communicated tothe 
legislature thereof; and that a copy be furnished to 
each of the senators and representatives represent. 
ing this state in the congress of the United States. 
| (gc pAnother paper, of much greater length than 
the preceding, was also submitted by Mr. Archer, 
of Amelia, and in like manner referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole and ordered to be printed, It 
contains a very able argument as to the construction 
which should be given to the constitution of the 
United States, and strikes severely at the exercise 
of implied powers, &c. We intend to publish this 
paper at some future day. It concludes with the 
following resolutions. 

Resolved therefore, that this assembly does renew 
the expression of the opinion it ‘has heretofore ex- 
pressed, that the government of theUnited States is 
invested with no rightful authority to grant a char- 
ter of incorporation to a bank of the United States. 

Resolved, that this assembly does enter its solemn 
protest against the assertion by or on behalf of the 
government or any department of the government 
of the United States, of a right to the exercise of 
all powers available as convenient means of execu- 
tion of its declared powers, as a doctrine inconsist- 
ent with, and its tendency subversive of the true 
character of the federal constitution. 

Resolved, that the governor be requested to com- 
municate copies of the preceding preamble and re- 
solutions to the executive authorities of the several 
states, accompanied with a request that the same 
may be laid before their respective legislatures; and 
that copies be furnished to each of the senators and 
representatives representing this state in the con. 
gress of the United States. 


———- . — 








Revolutionary Pensions. 
Report, in part, of the committee on revolutionary 
pensions, upon the subject of the mannerin which the 


act of the 18th Murch, 1818, has been execnied,€?c. 
fe. Efe. 
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The general assembly, therefore, influenced by 
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whom was referred the resolution of the 15th inst. 
report in part, that a letter was addressed to the se 
cretary of war, relative to an inquiry into the “man- 
ner in which the law of the 18th siarch, 1818, has 


been executed.” A copy of which letter and the} 


reply of the secretary of war, are now laid before 
the house. 
T'o the henorable J. C. Cathoun, esq. 

secretary of the department of war. 

Sir.—I am instructed by the committee on revo- 
jutionary pensions to ask mformation relative to the 
*«smanner in which the act of the 18th March, 1818, 
has been executed, ascertaining, as far as may be 
practicable, the class or classes of cases which it 
has been construed to embrace, and such as have 
been excluded from its provisions—whether the 
objects contemplated by its passage have been or 
probably will be, effected by the operations of the 
law: and, if not, whether it be susceptible of such 
amendments as will ensure the accomplishment of 
those objects;” Also, a ‘statement of the number 
of certificates of pensions, which have been issued 
under the said law---the number of cases suspend- 
ed-. the number rejected, and the number of ap- 
plications received, that have not been acted upon.” 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your most obedient servant, 
JOSEPH BLOOMFIELD, chairman. 

Congress hall, Dec. 17, 1819. 

War department, 22d Dec 1819. 

S1u:—In reply to your letter of the 17th inst. in- 
quiring “into the manner in which the act of the 
18th March, 181%, has been executed, ascertaining, 
as far as may be practicable, the class or classes of 
cases, Which it has been construed to embrace, 
and such as have been excluded from-its provi- 
sions” I have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
regulations which has been adopted by the de- 
partment to carry it into effect. 

The act has invariably received a strict construc- 
tion, ane none have been intended to be admitted, 
Dut those who, under such construction, were be- 
lieved to have “served in the war of the revolution 
until the end thereof, or for the term of nine months 
or longer, at any period of the war, on the continen- 
tal establishment,” and who were in such “reduced 
circumstances of life” as to be ‘im need of assist- 
ance from” their “country for support”—to all 
of which facts, the oath of the party, and the cert:- 
ficate of the judge, have been required. Under 
which construction, the following classes of appli- 
cants have been excluded: 

Those who are not in such reduced circumstan- 
cesin life, as to need assistance from their country 
for support. 

Those belonging to the general and civil staff the 


board of national vessels of war; such as captain™ 


‘clerks, &c. are also excluded. 


Finally, those who, though they served nine 

months, did not so serve under one enlistment: 

To answer that part of your inquiry, “whether 

the objects contemplated by its passage have been 

or probably will be, effected by the operations of the 

law; and, if not, whether it be susceptible of such 

arnendments as will ensure the accomplishment of 
those objects,” it will be proper to consider those 

who were intended to be benefited by the act in two 

different characters; lst. Whether they were of the 

description of persons, and performed such military 
or naval service, as is contemplated by the acs and 
2dly. Whether they are in the condition of life, as 
to property, which congress intended. It is believ- 
ed that, under the first deseription, the object of 
the act has been effected; and that very few frauds 
have been attempted, and of those it is believed 
that none, or very few have proved ultimately suc- 
cessful. Great pains have been taken to collect all of 
the documents which could supply the place of those 
whichwere destroyed when the war officewas burnt, 
and, with this view, a correspondence was opened. 

with the executives of the original states, te obtain 
copies of those which were preserved in the ar- 
chives of their respective states. . Where the de- 
fect of those in the department have been supplied, 
greater caution has been observed as to the proof 
of service. It will be proper here to observe that, 
at first, occasional errors. were committed in deter- 
mining the character of certain regiments or corps, 
and some were considered continental, which, on 
full enquiry, proved not to be so. - Where such er- 
rors have been committed, they have been correct- 
ed, and those improperly admitted have been 

drepped from the list of pensioners. It is believed 
that the act hasbeen less successfully executed in 
regard to the condition in life,*asto property of 
those who have obtained pensions. <A very great 
number of communications have been received by 
the department, from respectable sources, which 
represented many of the pensioners to be in more 
affluent circumstances than that which the act con- 
templated. A memorandum was directed to be made 
of allsuch cases, in order that such as seemed to 
require it, might be inquired into. In some cases, 
where there appeared to be satisfactory proof of 
fraud or mistake, the pensioners have been drop- 
pea from the roll; The impositions or mistakes, 
ifthey exist, as it appears probable they do to a 
considerable extent, have taken place, notwith- 
standing the continued vigilance of thedepartment. 
Imposition, as to the circumstances of the appli- 
cant, was early apprehended; and to guard against 





medical excepted. Under this head are included 
quarter masters not holding commissions in the 
line, but acting under warrants from the head of 
that branch of the stafi—waggon-masters and wag- 
goners—forage and  barrack-masters—artificers, 
such as carpenters, &c.—batteau-men, employed 
in the quarter-master’s department, in the trans- 
portation of troops or military stores. 

Those who belonged to state troops, 7. ¢. military 
forces of every description, acting under the autho- 
rity of, or commissioned by the executive of a state, 


1 
and not by congress, and those who belonged to 
corps for local defence—except such as were re-! 


cognized, by the old congress, as being onthe con- 
tinental establishment. 

Those who served in privateers, transports, ves- 
sels bearing despatches to foreign countries—as 
well as persons who served in civil capacities on 


the judge, as to his reduced circumstances though 
/not expressly required by the act, were required 
' by the regulations of the department. But it is ob- 
| vious, where the judge has been careless, or has 
| been imposed on by the applicant, as to his proper- 
ty, the department can rarely have any means 1 
its power to prevent the consequence, but trom 
the informal information or impression of such per- 
sons as may feel an interest in the correct execu- 
tion of the act. Even facts, thus communicated, 
have usually been received after the pension has 
beengranted. There is another difficulty connect- 
ed with the execution of this part of the act, of still 
greater magnitude. [refer to the various construc- 
tions which different judges give tothe words, in 
such “reduced circumstances in hfe as to need the 
assrstance of their country for support.” It is be- 
lieved the difference in the construction has been 





it, the path of the applicant, and the certificate of 
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very great: nor hasit been possible for the depart- 
meut to give specific instructions to them as to 
their construction, as the necessity of the applicant 
does not depend simply on the amount of property 
which he may possess, but en many other circum- 
His heaith and bodily strength, the num- 


stances, 
ber and ability of his family to aidin his support— 


the cheapness or dearness of articles of subsistence 


dan the section of the country in which he resides, 


and many other circumstances, have a strong bear- 


ing on it. Ina the midst of these difficulties, the 
necessity of the applicant must, in most cases, be 
left to the sound discretion of the judge. 
Iam not’aware ef any amendment, of which the 
act.is susceptible, by which uniformity of construc- 


tion ean be secured on the part of the judges, or 
imposition on them much diminished, unless it 
‘should be the intention of congress to confine their 


bounty to the lowest grade of poverty. Any con- 


‘dition, above mere indigence, would admit of a lati- 
tuce of construction; and it appears impossible to 
fix on a particular amount, in value, of property, to 


entitle the applicant to a pension, which would be 
justin its operation--or which would not involve 
reat difficulty in its execution. 
The number of pension certificates issued under 
the law amount to 16,270. 
The number of claims received and acted 





on, are - ae ° - - 28,151 

The number of claims received and not 
acted on, are - ; - - - 404 
28,555 


It is impossible to state precisely how many have 
been absolutely rejected, or how many suspended, 
ns, in some cases, claims which have been rejected 
have afterwards been admitted; and others, which 
have been suspended, have finally been rejected. 
If, from the total number of claims admitted, be 
subtracted the total number received and acted on, 
the number suspended or rejected will be 11,881. 


IT have the honor to be, with great respect, your 


obedient servant, J.C. CALHOUN. 
Hon. Joszra BLoomFIeEtn, 
Chairman of the committee on revolu- 
tionary pensions, house of representatives. 


Rules and regulations for substantiating claims to pen- 


sions, to be observed under the law of congress, of 


the 18th of March, 1818, viz. 

REGULATION OF THE 26th mancu, 1818. 

The commissions of officers and the discharges 
of the regular soldiers of the army of the revolu- 
tion, (if in existence), applying for pensions under 
the above act, will, in every instance, be furnished 
to the war department—and the signatures of the 
respective judges, certifying in these cases, must 
be attested by the seal of the courts where such 
judges preside. The person applying for pension 
to declare, under oath, betore the judge, that, from 
his reduced circumstances, he needs the assistance 
of his country for support. 

REGULATION OF THE 27th or may, 1818. 

It is expected that the judges will certify, as well 
to the reduced circumstances, as to the continued 
service of nine months, required by the law of the 
18th of March, 1818—and pensions will invariably 
be refused, unless the declarations of applicants 
shall be accompanied hy such certificates. ‘The 
applications for pensions belonging to New-Hamp- 
shire, New-York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, Seuth-Carolina and 
Georgia, will be delayed until further evidence of 
their scrvice shall bave been received from the se- 


ote 
— 


REGULATION OF JUNE, 1818. 

In a case where the name of the applicant cannot 
be found on the rolls, the evidence required to’ 
substantiate his claim, is the deposition of two dis- 
interested witnesses, as to the service and discharge 
of the applicant, corroborating his own statement. 
The magistrate who administers the oath must cer- 
tify to the credibility of the witnesses, and the offi- 
cial character and signature of the magistrate must 
be attested by the county clerk, under his seal of 
office. [This rule has extended to such cases only as 
seemed to require extraordinary proof. In a case, 
for example, where the rolls of the regiment in 
which the applicant served, were complete for the 
period at which he stated to have served, and his 
hame could not be found; and in cases where the 


applicant’s statement has not agreed with historical 
facts. } 





CONGRESS. 


IN THE SENATE, 


January 3. Mr, Wilaams, of Tenn. submitted the 
following s«solution: 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of sub- 
jecting the cadetsin the United States’ military aca- 
demy at West Point, to the rules and articles of war. 
The president laid before the senate a report 
from the secretary of the navy, in relation to the 
rules, regulations, and instructions for the naval ser- 
vice, made in obedience to a resolution of the senate 
of the &th February last; which report was read and 
referred to the cogimittee on the navy, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Logan offered a resolution to request the pre- 








sident of the United States to cause to be laid be- 
fore the senate any evidence in the executive de- 
partment in relation to judgments, fines, and pay- 
ments, under the act entitled “an act for the pu- 
nishment of certain crimes against the United 
States,” [commonly called the sedition law,] and 
whether in any, and in what instance, the same have 
been remitted. Mr. L. mentioned, in explanation 
of his motion, that, on a petition, now before the 
committee of claims from Matthew Lyon, of Ken- 
tucky, praying to be reimbursed the amount ofa fine 
incurred underthe sedition law; some difficulty ex- 
isted forthe want of certain facts referred to in the 
petition, and it was to obviate this difficulty that he 
desired a call for the information from the execu- 
tive. The resolution lies on the table one day of 
course. 

Sundry bills passed by the house of representa- 
tives passed the senate. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
declaring the consent of congress to the admission 
of the state of Maine into the union. 

Mr. Barbour observed that this bill involved con- 
siderations of great moment; that it embraced pro- 
visions on which there were conflicting opinions, 
though no objection whatever was entertained to 
the main object of the bill, of which indeed he was 
warmly in favor. For this and other reasons, which 
Mr. BR. afterwards submitted at large, he wished the 
bill to go back to the committee, in hopes that they 
might so shape it as to obviate the difficulties alluded 
to, and unite the voice of the senate in its favor. 
Mr. B. concluded his remarks by moving that the 
further consideration of the bill be postponed to 
Wednesday; when, if his present motion succeedeéc, 
he should offer the following motion: 

“That the bill entitled a bill declared the consent 





vera! executive officers of the states. 


of congress to the admission of the state of Maine 
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into the union, be committed to the committee on; the said district; which resolutions were read and 
the judiciary, with instructions so to amend it as to} laid on the table. 


’ authorise the people of Missouri to establish a state 


Mr. Van Dyke, from the committee on pensions, 


overnment and to admit such state into the union] made the following report, which was read. 


upon an equal footing with the original states in all 


respects whatever.” : 


The committee on pensions, to whom was refer- 
red a resolution of the senate, of December 20, 1819, 


+The motion to postpone was opposed at conside-|instracting the said committee to enquire into the 


rable length, by Mr. Mellen, Mr. Otis, and Mr. Bur- 
rill, successively, on the ground of the impropriety 
of delaying the bill, and also as taken in connexion 


expediency of reviving the act of 1806, entitled 
“An act to provide for persons who were disabled 
by known wounds received in the revolutionary 


with the motion of which Mr. Barbour had given| war,” which expired at the close of the last session 


notice. The inexpediency of coupling the two sub- 
jects together in one bill; and, incidentally, the 
question connected with the Missouri bill of certain 
restrictions, &e. entered into the debate. 

Mr. Barbour replied, and entered at large into 

the merits and the defence of the proposition, which 

he had disclosed his intention of offering, and into 
the question: which grew out of it, touching the 
right of imposing conditions upon the admission of 
~ Missouri, &c. &e. : 

The motion strictly before the senate being sim- 
ply to postpone the consideration of the bill to 
Wednesday, it was assented to generally by those 
gentlemen who had opposed the object ef the post- 

nonement, and was agreed to without a division, 

The bill which had passed the house. of represen- 
tatives on the same subject, was received and laid 
on the table; when 

The senate went into the consideration of execu- 
.tive business; after which. 

They adjourned. 

January 4. Mr. William Pinkney, a senator from 
’ the state of Maryland, appeared this day and took 
his seat. 

The bill from the house of representatives for the 
admission of Maine into the union, was taken up and 
read twice, and referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. ; 

The senate proceeded, according to the order of 
the dav, to consider the following resolutions, sub- 
mitted on the 28th Dec. by Mr. Logan, of Kentucky: 

See last Recister, page 301.) 

The resolutions having been read, Mr. Logan rose 
and addressed the senate about an hour insupport of 
the several features of his proposition—arguing to 
shew that the enquiry was necessary, just and con- 
stitutional. 

Mr. JVilson, of N. J. called for a division of the 
question on the resolutions; and no further debate 
ensuing, 

The question was taken on the first resolution and 
decidedin the negative—ayes 12, noes 24. 

The question was then put on the two remaining 
resolutions, successively, without debate, and also 
decided in the negative, without a division; but few 
voices being heard in the affirmative. 

Mr. Lloyd was appointed by the senate to fill a 
vacancy in the committee on the district of Colum- 
bia; and 

Mr. Pinkney was appointed to supply a vacancy in 
the committee on the judiciary. 

Nothing else of immediate interest was transact- 
ed. 

January 5. Mr. Lowry presented to the senate 
certain resolutions ef the legislature of Pennsylva 
nia, requesting the senators and representatives 
from that state, in congress, te propose, and use 
their exertions to obtain, an amendment to the con- 
Stitution of the United States, to prohibit congress 
from making any law to erect or incorporate any 


a 


of congress, report: 

That they have examined the subject embraced 
in the said resolution, and, finding that persons plac- 
ed on the pension list, in pursuance of the act of 
1806, may continue to receive their pensiens as 
heretofore, by complying with the provisions of the 
act, entitled “an act regulating the payments of 
invalid pensioners,”’ approved 3d March, 1819; and 
believing that most, if not all,the cases would ceme 
within the act of 1806, if revived, may. be relieved 
under the more liberal provisions of the act of 18th 
March, 1818, the committee are,therefore of epinieon 
that it is not necessary or expedient to revive the 
act in the said resolution mentioned. 

Mr. Roberts presented to the senate a preamble 
and resolution of the legislature of Pennsylvania, 
requesting the senators and representatives in con- 
gress, from that state, to vote against the admission 
of any territory, as a state, into the unjon, unless the 
introduction of slaves for life be prohibited therein; 
which resolution, &c. wasread. . 

Mr. Tichenor, according to notice given, and hay- 
ing obtained leave, introduced a bill providing for 
the bettercrganization of the treasury department, 
which was read. 7 
Mr. Dana presented to the senate sundry reso- 
lutions, transmitted te him, ofa meeting of citizens 
in the town of New-Haven, Connecticut, declaring 
their opinion of the right of congress to prohibit 
the further extension of slavery in the United States 
and praying that its extention may be prohibited— 
which resolutions were read. 

The senate then, according to the order of the 
day, took up the bill declaring the consent of eon- 
gress to the admission of the state of Maine into the 
union; when, 

On the motion of Mr. Mellen, the said bill was 
postponed for four weeks. 

{Though nothing was said on this motion, it may 
be proper to explain the reason of the mover, for 
making, and of the senate, foragreeing to. It was 
understood to proceed from an intention of relin- 
quishing the further consideration of this bill, and 
of taking up the bill on the same subject which has 
already passed the house of representatives, and 
been received and referred to a committee in the 
senate. ] | 
The senate then went into the consideration 0 
executive business; after whith, 

They adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Dec. 31. After receiving several re- 
ports from committees on private matters, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the militia be 
instructed to inquire into the expedieny of furnish- 
ing the militia with clothing, when they are called 
into the service of the United States, or the amount 
in money, in lieu thereof, in all cases wherein they 


dank or other monied institution, except within the | furnish themselves. 


‘district of Columbia; and that anv bank established 


Or motion of Mr. Whitman, it was 





by congress shall, with its branches, be confined te: 


Resvived, That the secretary of the treasury be 
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directed to lay before this house copies of such com- 
munication as he may have received since 1816, aad 
and such information as he may possess, in relation 
to the illicit introduction of slaves into the United 
States, with a'statement of the measures adopted 
to prevent the same. 

On motion of Mr. Whitman, it was also 

Resolved, Vhat the secretary. of the navy be di. 
rected to lay before this house copies of such com- 
munications as he may have received since 1816, 
and such information as he may possess,in relation, 
to the illicit introduction of slaves into the United 
States, witha statement ofthe measures adopted to 
prevent the same. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, the report of the secre- 
tary of war, of the 28th inst. relative to a commu- 
nication between lake Michigan and the river Hli- 
nois, was referred to the committe on roads and 
canals. 

The house went into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Mark L. Hill inthe chair, onthe bill providing 
for the admission of Maine into the union. 

And, no further debate arising -— 

The committee rose and reported the bill and 
amendments to the house. 

After much debate on the questions arising out 
of the representation of Massachusetts and of Maine 
[as at present] in congress, and the best mode of ar- 
ranging it, if congress interposes at all respecting 
itthe amendment made in committee of the whole, 
to strike out of the billso much as relates to this sub- 
ject, was agreed to. 

After negativing sundry projected amendments. - 
the bill was finally ordered to a third reading, with 
a few dissenting voices. 

The speaker laid before the house two letters 
from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting, in 
obedience to resolutions of this house, a statement 
of the duties accruing, and drawback payable, on 
merchandize exported during the years 1816, 1817 
and 1818; and the annual statement of the district 
tonnage of the United States, on the 31st of Dec. 
1818; which statements were ordered to be printed. | 

Monday, Jan. 3. Many private matters were va- 
riously disposed of 

Mr. A. Smyth, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, to whom was referred a resolution instructing 
them to enquire into the expenditures which have 
been, and are likely to be incurred, in fitting out 
and prosecuting the expedition to the mouth of the 
Yellow Stone river, and concerning the objects in- 
tended to be accomplished by that expedition, made 
a report thereon, which was read and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The speaker also laid before the housealetterfrom 
the secretary of wa-, enclosing an abstract shewing 
the aggregate amount of the military peace estab- 
lishment actually in service for each year, since 
1815; made in obediénce to an order of the 28th 
ult; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting a statement 
of balances, unexpended on the 27th day of Decem- 
ber ult. remaining in the treasurer’s hands as agent 
for the navy department, &c. rendered in obedi- 
ence to the resolution of this house of the 27th ult. 

Tuesday, Jan.4. Mr. Bloomfeld, from the com- 


mittee on revolutionary pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution of the 18th ult. respecting the 
execution and propriety of repealing the pension 
law of March 18, 1818, (on which subject they made 
a report in part some days ago, ) made a report final, 
declaring that it is not expedient, neither would it 
comport with the dignity of the American nation, to 





ae 


repeal that act; which report was read, committed 
to a committee of the whole house, and ordered ta 
be printed. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee on foreign re~ 
lations, to whom had been'referred two memorials 
from certain citizens of Ohio, praying the supprés- 
sion.of privateering, as a means of national warfare, 
submitted the following report: 

The committee of foreign relations, to whom have 
been referred two memonials from citizens ot the 
state of Ohio, relating to the practice of privateer- 
ing, beg leave respectively to report:— 

That the language of the memorialistsis such as 
to leave the extent in which they deem it reason- 
able to expect a mitigation inthe laws of maritime 
warfare,in some doubt. Whey are considered by 
the committee as recommending such a change in 
these laws as shall exempt the pronerty of indivi- 
duals from capture, either by public or private ships 
of war, at least when it does not consist of contra- 
band articles, and is not destined to a blockaded 
port. The general benevolence which is express- 
ed, as well as the opinion of Dr. Franklin which is 
referred to by the memorialists, seem to prove that 
it is their wish that the property which subserves 
ne purpose of war should be as safe upon the sea 
as upon the land—not that it should be secured 
from private cruizers, and be left exposed to public 
ships, which in the service of some European pow- 
ers, are much more numerous than the others, and 
whose pursuit of plunder is often quite as active 
and unsparing. It cannot, indeed, be presumed, 
that the memorialists should wish a change in mari« 
time law which would produce very little diminu- 
tion inthe dangers of our commerce ina conflict 
with any considerable naval power, while it would 
wrest from our hands what we have hitherto consi- 
dered as one of our principal means ofannoyance. 
It isthe security of fair and harmless commerce 
from allattack, whichthe memorialist most desire.. 
[tis the introduction of a system which shall con- 
fine the immediate injuries of war to those whose 
sex, and age and occupation do not unfit them for 
the struggle. If these are the wishes of the memo- 
rialists, the committee express their concurrence 
in them, without hesitation. 

The committee think that it will be right in the 
government of the United States to renew its at- 
tempt to obtain the mitigation of a barbarous cede, 
whenever there shall seem a probability of its suc- 
cess. They do not doubt that it will do so. Its 
first efforts at negociation were characterized by ar 
anxiety to limit the evils of war; and if it seem to 
have desisted from the prosecution of this design, 
the committee believe that this circumstance must 
be attributed, notto a change in the policy of the 
United States, but to the perseverance in their for- 
mer policy of other nations. The committee are 
not unaware thatthe “United States are better si- 
tuated than any other nation to profit by privateer- 
ing,” but they are far from opposing this calcula- 
tion to a regulation which, if the powers of the 
vorld would adopt it, they too should consider as 
“a happy imprevement inthe laws of nations.” 

It is an improvement, however, which cannot be 
made without the consent of other states. The 
committee will not flatter the memerialists by ex- 
pressing the opinion that such consent will proba- 
bly be given; but, as it can be obtained only, if at 
all, through the executive government, ‘to whose 
discretion the conduct of negociations has been 
properly confided by the constitution, they recom- 
mend to the house the following resolution: — 





Resolved, That the committee of foreign rela- 
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of the memorials relating to the practice of priva- 
teering, and that they be referred to the secretaty 
of state. 3 

The report was read, and the resolution agreed to. 

The speaker laid before the house two letters 
from the secretary of the navy, transmitting a state- 
ment of the contracts made by the commissioners of | 
the navy during the year 1819, and a list of the 
clerks employed in that de;-artment, their names 
and salaries—rendered in obedience to law; which 
statements, &c. were ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Overstreet, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to inform this house what reduction (in 
his opinion) it will make in the revenue, if the im- 
portation of cotton and woollen manufactures, and 
iron, be prohibited; and in what manner the deficit 
in the revenue may be supplied, should such pro- 
hibition be made. 

Mr. Cook, of Ulinois, submitted for consideration 
the following resolution: | 

Whereas an enlightened and liberal policy dic- 
tates the importance and propriety of rendering the 
navigable waters of the interior of our common 
country as extensively subservient to its commercial 
interests as is practicable: and whereasthe impor- 
tance and utility of the majestic rivers, Mississippi 
and Ohio, would be much increased by the estab- 
lishment of a convenient place of deposit near their 
confluence; and whereas doubts are entertained as 
to the eligibility of the site at their immediate junc- 
tion for that purpose, therefore 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of ap- 
pointing a suitable number of commissioners, to ex- 
amine that tract of country lying between the said 
rivers, with instructions to report to this house, at 
the commencement of the next session of congress, 
a topographical description thereof, accompanied 
with their opinion as to the most expedient plan of 
adapting a suitable portion thereof to the purpose 
a oresaid. 

Ana, whereas the durability of the government 
greatly depends upon the equal dispensation of ad- 
vantages, by congress, to the different sections of 
our union, as well as upon the virtue of the people: 
And whereas the north is already provided with 
an academy, at which a proper number of her sons 
are taught the military art, a perfect knowledge of 
which is so important to the certain defence of our 
rights, and so auspicious to saving of both the blood 
and treasure of the nation: 

And whereas the establishment of a national ar- 
mory in the west would, in its operations, produce 
the disbursement of a part of that money in the 
same quarter from which it is so profusely drained, 
by the sales of the public lands, and at the same time 
place at the immediate command of the govern- 
ment, -at a suitable position, the necessary arms 
for the defence of our extensive frontier; —there- 
fore, 

Be it further resolved, That the committee on mi- 
litary affairs be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of requiring the said commissioners to ex- 
amine if there be a suitable situation for a military 
academy and national armory, near the junction of 
the aforesaid rivers; and to also, to examine and as- 
certain the probable metallic resources of the sur- 
rounding country, not exceeding fifty miles distance, 
from the confluence aforesaid, suitable for munitions 
of war, and report the same to this house, with the 


tions be discharged from the further consideration | 


~ 


The,question being put, whether the house would 
now cousider the said resolutions, it was decided in 
the negative. " 

On motion of Mr. Strong, of N. York, it was 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the expediency. of providing by law, for 
furnishing the army, the navy and the Indian de- 
partment, with articles of clothing, and other mer- 
chandise, of domestic manufacture, except such ar- 
ticles only as cannot, with economy, and in sufficient 
quantity, be manufactured in the United States, - 
Resolved, That a committee be eppointed to en- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for 
the further encouragement of native American citi- 
zens and seamen, engaged in the whale fisheries. 
After some other business, of no importance to 
notice at present, the house adjourned. 
Wednesday, Jan. 5.—Mr. Taylor, from the com- 
mittee of elections, made a report that Mr. Mallary 
and not Mr. Merril (the sitting member) was enti- 
tled toa seat in the house. The papers were or- 
dered to be printed. : 

On motion of Mr. Archer, it was 
Resolved, That the message of the president of 
the United States, dated January 13, 1813, com. 
municating a law passed by the general assembly 
of Maryland, in relation tothe Chesapeake and De- 
laware canal, be referred to the committee of roads 
and canals, and that they be instructed to enquire 
into the expediency of extending the aid of govern- 
ment towards uniting the waters of the Chesapeake 
aiid Delaware. 

On motion of Mr. Quarles, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of re- 
organizing the army of the United States. 

[Mr. Quarles said, in regard to this resolution, 
that justice to the officers of the army of the U. 
States,and those concerned in its organization, as 
well as to satisfy the wish ef the people of this na- 
tion, the investigdtion contemplated in this resolu- 
tion, was required. If we have an army of officers 
and privates, properly proportioned, its character 
ought to be reinstated to that part of the nation who 
entertain a different sentiment; on the contrary, if 
we have an army of officers almost exclusively, and 
which is drawing large sums of money improperly 
from the public treasury, the country should know 
it, and the evil be remedied. } 

On motion of Mr. Quarles, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affaits 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
suspending, for a limited time, so much of the 
standing appropriation of one million of dollars for 
the increase of the navy, as may be consistent 
with the public service; and also to enquire whe- 
ther any other reduction of the expenses of the 
navy can be made, consistent with the public ser- 
vice. 

[In introducing this resolve, Mr. Q. said, it ap- 
peared that the resources of the country, and our 
embarrassed condition, called aloud for the re- 
trenchment of our expenses; and, although he was 
as much disposed as any man to cherish and encou- 
rage the navy of our country, whose gallantry had 
on all occasions given such splendor to the Ameri- 
can arms, it seemed to him well worthy the consi- 
deration of congress, whether we may, not do too 
much. We appropriate, said he, one million of 
doliars for the increase of the navy,annually. This 
sum is employed exclusively in building new ves- 

sels. These vessels, when completed, have to be 
manned, which is another source of expense, and, 





report before required. 


{bythe vessels being but, and the consequent ex- 
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pense of manning them, we are accumulating an 
alarming annual expenditure. Does not prudence 
dictate that we pause awhile, and enquire whether 
the nation had not better omit so much of the ap- 
propriation as applies to building the vessels; and, 
if it should be thought proper, procure materials 
‘and have them ina state of preparation, when our 


‘country has more control of funds, or the situation 


of the nation shall justify it, and make it imperiously 
necessary, then recommence the building of ves- 
sels. 

rhe bill for the relief of the legal representative 
of the late col. Daniel Appling was read the third 
time; and, onthe question shall the bill pass? it 
was decided in the nevative. So the bill was rejected. 


\ 


t 
as 


D. said that the people of the district were ina state 
of vassalage, &c, Butthe house refused to consider 
the resolution. 

Mr. Walker submitted a motion directing the se- 
cretary of war toreport to the house what prozress 
had been made in the civilization of the Indians. 
And Mr. Butler, to enquire what further provisions 
were necessary to define the crime of piracy. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasurv be 
directed to lay before this house statements of the 
receipts and expenditures of the U. States, from the 
/ commencement of the federal government until the 
| 3ist of December last, distinguishing the revenue 

derived from customs, internal taxes, direct tax, 





The speaker laid before the house a letter from! postage, public lands, and miscellaneous sources; 
the secretary of war, transmitting a statement of) and also classing the expenditures under the fol- 


the expenditure and application of such monies as 


hare been drawn from the treasury on account of 


the war iepartment, for the year ending the 30th 
Sept. last, under the appropriations of last session: 
and of unexpentded balances of former appropria- 
tions remaining in the treasury on the Ist of Oct. 
1818; which was ordered to lie’on the table 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Taylor in the chair, on the bill 
providing for taking the fourth census of the United 
States. 

Mr. Campbeli explained the views of the com- 

mittee in adopting and reporting various provisions 
of the bill. 

Several propositions were made in the course of 
the discussion; among which was an amendment, 
nroposed by Mr. Himes, to add a column in the 
census forthe enumeration of foreigners not natural- 
ized. A suggestion was made by Mr. Clay as to 
the mode of making the returns of the enumera- 
tion of slaves, so as to show their precise increase, 
believing that very erroneous opinions were enter- 
tained, from the want of accurate information, as to 
the increase of that class of the population. A mo- 
tion was made by Mr. Smith, of Md. to provide for 
collecting, with the enumeration of the inhabitants, 
the amonnt of the different kinds of manufactures. 
The committee spent much time in considering 
these and other propositions, without deciding on 
them; and, before they had got through the bill, 

The committee rose, reported progress, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again; and 

‘The house adjourned. 

THURSHAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

Tn the senate—Among the bills passed was the one 
for obtaining accurate statements of the foreign 
commerce of the United States, and to estabiish a 
circuit court in the district of Maine. 

Mr. Smith, from the committee to whom had been 


referred the bill for the admission of Maine, repurt- | 


ed the same with an amendment. 


' lowing heads: military, viz: pay and subsistence of 
the army, fortifications, ammunition, arms, arming: 
ithe militia, detachment of militia, services of mili- 
‘tia, services of volunteers; Indian department; na- 
val department; foreign intercourse; civil list; mis- 
cellaneous; civil expenses; revolutionary pensions; 
other pensions; exhibiting an aggregate of the 
receipts and expenditures for each year respec- 
tively. 

The house then, in committee of the whole,resum- 
ed the consideration of the bill for taking the fourth 
census of the United States. Various amendments 
| were proposed, some adopted and some rejected. 
| Finally, the committee rose, and reported the bil 
'to the house, which, with its amendments, was or- 
' dered to be printed. 











CHRONICLE. 

Pirates.. Sixteen pirates, caught by one of our 
vessels of war, and taken to New-Orleans, had their 
trials on the 22d of November, and were all found 
guilty. The New-Orleans Courier remarks: «May 
the rigorous sentence which will, probably before 
long, be passed upon these criminals, put a stop to 
the robberies which these fellows exercise on our 
commerce.” 

Savannah, Dec. 22. Yesterday came on before 
the sixth circuit of the United States for the Geor- 
gia district, the trial of Ralph Clintock, charged 
with piracy. Thetestimony ofthe witnesses deve- 
loped a scene of infamy, calculated to excite the 
horror and indignation of every individual present. 
His connsel urged, in his behalf, many very strong 
legal points, which were overruled by the court.— 
The charge of the court was able, eloquent, and im- 
pressive, and the jury, after retiring a few minutes, 
returied a verdict of evi/ty.§ We understand a mo- 





tion in arrest of judgment will be made. 
Mr. Walsh’s “appeal from the judgments of Great 
Britain,” which appeared here at the end of Sep- 


fThis amendment is the whole of the bill to au-| tember last, was republished in London, from the 
thorise the people of Missouri to forma constitution, | American copy, as early as the 23d of November. 


&e. without restriction. | 
The report being before the senate— 


| The price put upon the English copy is 18 shilliugs 
| Sterling. ' 


Mr. Pinknev, after adverting to the magnitude of! +.Vissowr’.The extent of the proposed state of Mis- 








the question involved in this amendment, and the! souri is frequently asked.- According to: the bill! 
importance ofa full examination, clear understand-} reported at the last session, it was allowed a front 
ing, and correct decision of it, moved that the bill} of 254 miles on the Mississippi, with the Missouri 
be postponed to, and made the order of the day/| river nearly in the centre, and an average depth of 
for, Thursday next. about 200 miles. The St. Louis Enquirer says— 
‘This motion was agreed to, nem. con. “after you get back 40 or 50 miles from. the Missis- 
Adjourned to Monday. sippi, the naked and arid plains set in, and the coun- 
Fn the house of representatives. Mr. Darlington} try is uninhabitable, except upon the border of 
submitted a motion for an enquiry intothe propri-; creeks and rivers.” 
ety of retroceding and restoring the district of Co-} Died, at Pittsburg, gen. O’Hara, one of the oldest 
fumbia to Maryland and Virginia, respectively, Mr. | and most respectable inhabitants of that city. 





